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Precise statistics on dropout rates among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender students (LGBT) are
difficult to find, although some have estimated that almost a third of LGBT students drop out of high
school, more than triple the national rate (Bart, 1998).

o The main cause of dropout among LGBT high school students appears to be the hostile school
climate created by continual bullying and harassment from peers due to their sexual orientation.
Nearly nine out of 10 LGBT students (86.2 percent) experienced harassment at school in the past
year, three-fifths (60.8 percent) felt unsafe at school because of their sexual orientation, and about
a third (32.7 percent) skipped a day of school in the past month due to feeling unsafe (Kosciw,
Diaz & Greytak, 2008).

o A national survey data found that LGBT students fared worse on many measures of academic
achievement and school engagement than their peers (i.e., having a lower GPA, higher likelihood
of failing a class, and less positive feelings towards teachers or school in general) (Pearson, Muller
& Wilkinson, 2007).

o LGBT students stand to benefit from school policies that counteract bullying and harassment;
support the coming out process, and reaffirm the dignity and rights of all students (APA, 2008; U.S.
Department of Education, 2007).
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